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Colonel Michael R. Regner, who performed in
an outstanding manner as the Marine Corps’
Liaison Officer to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives from May 1999 to May 2002.

Colonel Regner began his service in the
military in 1976, following graduation from the
Citadel. Commissioned a Second Lieutenant,
he commanded Rifle and Weapons Platoons,
a Rifle Company, Headquarters Battalion, and
an Infantry Battalion. Colonel Regner was also
a recruiter on duty in Little Rock, Arkansas.
His staff assignments include duty as Battalion
Logistics and Executive Officer, Staff Sec-
retary to the 2nd Marine Division Commander
and Joint Amphibious Operations Planner and
Partnership for Peace Staff Officer to the Su-
preme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe.

Colonel Regner served with distinction in
Operation Desert Storm, United Nations oper-
ations in the Former Republic of Yugoslavia,
and in Bosnia. He has completed the Ad-
vanced Infantry Officer’s Course, Airborne
Course, Marine Command and Staff College,
and the NATO Defense College. He also
holds a Masters Degree in Public Administra-
tion/Human Relations. Colonel Regner’s
awards include the Defense Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, three Meritorious Service Medals,
and two Navy and Marine Corps commenda-
tion Medals.

In Colonel Regner’s three years as the Ma-
rine Corps’ House Liaison Officer he has pro-
vided this Congress with a working knowledge
of the Marine Corps. He has been instru-
mental in directing Marine Corps legislative
activities in Congressional hearings, official
travel, constituent services, and other impor-
tant legislative functions.

Colonel Michael Regner has served our Na-
tion with distinction for the last 26 years. As
he takes post as Commanding Officer of the
13th Marine Expeditionary Unit at Camp Pen-
dleton, California, I know that the Members of
the House will join me in wishing him all the
best in the days ahead.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the
1992 Los Angeles Riots, one of the worst
events of its kind in our history and the first
multiracial one in the United States.

Thousands of people and businesses were
devastated by the three days of rioting and
looting, which began on April 29, 1992. Fifty-
eight people died, 2,400 were injured, and
11,700 were arrested. Damages totaled $717
million. In less than 24 hours, 1,000 fires
seized Los Angeles, causing flight delays and
cancellations. Governor Pete Wilson deployed
6,000 National Guard troops at the request of
Mayor Tom Bradley. President George Bush
sent 5,500 military troops and law enforce-
ment specialists and put the National Guard
under federal command.

The Korean American community in Los An-
geles, which is home to the largest Korean
population outside of Seoul, sustained the
most damages. Korean Americans lost more

than half of their 3,100 businesses in Los An-
geles, with damages totaling more than $350
million. Out of the 200 liquor stores that were
destroyed during the riots, 175 were Korean-
owned. A survey, conducted by the Korean
American Inter-Agency Council 10 months
after the riots, found that out of 1,500 re-
spondents, about 75 percent had yet to re-
cover from the riots’ after effects, including
post-traumatic stress disorder, temporary
memory loss, and suicidal tendencies. Some
families moved back to Korea, declared bank-
ruptcy, or permanently relocated their busi-
nesses to safer areas.

Korean Americans termed the tragic three
days as Sa-ee-gu, which literally translates
into the numbers 4.29, the first date of the
riots. It is common for Koreans to refer to his-
torically and politically significant events by
their dates. Immediately following the riots, the
Korean American community and its sup-
porters held the largest Korean American
demonstration in the United States. It signified
the birth of a community shaken but standing
firm in demanding its fair share of the riot re-
lief funds, adequate representation in govern-
ment, corporate responsibility, and accurate
media coverage.

A decade after the riots, the Korean Amer-
ican community vividly recalls the destruction
and mayhem of those three days. But more
importantly, this community has risen from the
ashes to reclaim their space in American soci-
ety and regain their dignity as Americans
through unprecedented levels of civic partici-
pation and heightened political consciousness.
The 1992 Los Angeles Riots forced the Ko-
rean American community to face a grim re-
ality, but the future holds a community that
has been strengthened and made wiser by
this experience. The community is in the proc-
ess of building its political leadership and es-
tablishing the infrastructure and resources
necessary to stand up for themselves in times
of trouble and gain recognition in times of tri-
umph.

Today, I join the Korean American commu-
nity in Los Angeles and nationwide to com-
memorate the 1992 Los Angeles Riots and to
celebrate the spirit and determination of Ko-
rean Americans throughout the country.
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, On Sunday,
May 5, 2002, the Pulaski Council of Mil-
waukee will be observing Polish Constitution
Day with its 23rd annual Heritage Award Din-
ner. This year’s Polish Heritage Award is
being given to Milwaukee author and historian
John Gurda.

John is a native Milwaukeean, with a life-
long love for local history. He is author of 13
books, including his most recent work, The
Making of Milwaukee, a superbly written and
richly illustrated account of our community’s
past and present.

An 8-time winner of the Wisconsin Historical
Society’s Award of Merit, John Gurda serves
as a guest lecturer, tour guide and local his-
tory columnist for the Milwaukee Journal/Sen-

tinel. He has also received well-deserved hon-
ors from the Council for Wisconsin Writers,
which awarded him the Leslie Cross Award for
book-length nonfiction, and was the Milwaukee
Public Library’s 2000 inductee to the Wis-
consin Writers Wall of Fame.

Anyone who has had the opportunity to hear
John speak, read his books and articles, or
take one of his neighborhood tours has truly
been enriched by the experience. He is a
masterful storyteller, bringing Milwaukee’s
colorful and fascinating past to life, and often
finding, in the telling, important relevance to
our community’s present and future.

Milwaukee is a city of immigrants, a weave
of many nationalities and cultures. John Gurda
has eloquently captured the histories of our
ethnic neighborhoods, including Milwaukee’s
Polonia, or Polish-American community. From
Polonia’s early struggles with poverty and lan-
guage barriers to its growth to one of Milwau-
kee’s largest ethnic groups, John has skillfully
chronicled the community’s rich Polish herit-
age.

As Gurda himself has said, ‘‘We look back
to look ahead; the deepest value of the past
is to help the present shape its future.’’ John
Gurda’s gift to Milwaukee’s Polish-American
community is a deeper connection to its past,
and a greater understanding of its role in our
city’s present and future. The Pulaski Council
of Milwaukee has made an outstanding choice
for its 2002 Polish Heritage Award, for John’s
words will continue to educate, inspire and
bring Milwaukee Polonia’s history to life for
generations to come.

Congratulations, John!
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,

this week we celebrate National Park Week.
This special commemoration was first pro-
claimed in 1991 by President George H.W.
Bush and has become an annual celebration
of the National Park Service. This week is an
opportunity to celebrate what the National
Park Service is all about by educating the
public about the great work performed by park
rangers, resource specialists, scientists, man-
agers and all the other important employees
that make the National Park Service special.

In conjunction with National Park Week, Mr.
Speaker, we also celebrate this week, the
many volunteers at our National Parks. These
volunteers in parks, or VIP’s, play a crucial
role in helping Park Service staff with their du-
ties. I am proud to recognize the park volun-
teers in my own district, Mr. Speaker. These
volunteers at the John H. Chafee Blackstone
River Valley National Heritage Corridor are
making a difference. Whether helping guide a
canoe trip down the Blackstone river or assist-
ing with a historic village tour, these volun-
teers make important contributions to the suc-
cess of the Blackstone Heritage Corridor.

America’s democratic experiment shines
through in the 24 cities in Massachusetts and
Rhode Island that make up the Blackstone
River Valley. It is a quilt of America’s past,
present and future that tells the story of Amer-
ica’s progression from an agrarian society to
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an advanced industrial powerhouse. The Na-
tional Park Service provides a great and hon-
orable service by preserving the vestiges of
this rich past.

Mr. Speaker, let us celebrate this week, the
important and enjoyable role that our National
Parks play in our lives as well as the dedica-
tion and hard work of their employees and vol-
unteers. These individuals reflect America’s
commitment to its National Parks and thus de-
serve our full appreciation.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to recognize the outstanding
achievements of the Free Kitchen Project. Ten
years ago four distinguished organizations in
Lakeport, California, a town of about 5000
people, began the Free Kitchen Project. The
Free Kitchen Project serves people who are
needy, lonely, transient, or families with an ill
or handicapped person, each week, by pro-
viding a warm meal and environment.

The United Christian Parish, St. John’s
Episcopal Church, Lakeport Lions Club, and
St. Mary’s Parish organize over 200 Free
Kitchen Project volunteers. These dedicated
volunteers provide those less fortunate with a
hot meal and warm environment every week.

In 1992, three people attended their first
dinner. Now in the tenth year of operation,
these devoted volunteers typically serve 50–
100 people a week. Since its inception, the
Free Kitchen Project has served over 30,000
meals. This incredible growth is testament to
the value they create for the Lake County
Community.

The Board of Directors of the Free Kitchen
Project, comprised of members of participating
churches and organizations, governs the
project and oversees health department regu-
lations which include disability issues and safe
food handling practices.

Mr. Speaker, after ten years of serving peo-
ple in need, I would like to recognize the
American spirit within the Free Kitchen Project
and the town of Lakeport, California. The Free
Kitchen Project has dedicated, selfless people
performing a service to those in need. I am
honored to recognize this immense act of vol-
unteerism in one town on the occasion of their
tenth anniversary. They truly deserve our rec-
ognition.
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Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the important and essential role that
oncology nurses play in the care of patients
diagnosed with cancer. I know first hand the

powerful positive impact that oncology nurses
have on the provision of quality cancer care
and know that cancer patients would be lost
without their expertise, care, love, and dedica-
tion. As anyone ever treated for cancer will tell
you, oncology nurses are intelligent, well-
trained, highly skilled, kind-hearted angels who
provide quality clinical, psychosocial, and sup-
portive care to patients and their families. In
short, they are integral to our Nation’s cancer
care delivery system.

Cancer is a complex, multifaceted, and
chronic disease, and people with cancer are
best served by a multidisciplinary health care
team specialized in oncology care, including
nurses who are certified in that specialty. This
year alone 1,284,900 Americans will hear the
words ‘‘You have cancer.’’ In addition, 555,500
will lose their battle with this terrible disease.
Everyday, oncology nurses see the pain and
suffering caused by cancer and understand
the physical, emotional, and financial chal-
lenges that people with cancer face through-
out their diagnosis and treatment. Oncology
nurses play a central role in the provision of
quality cancer care as they are principally in-
volved in the administration and monitoring of
chemotherapy and the associated side-effects
patients may experience.

The Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) is the
largest organization of oncology health profes-
sionals in the world with more than 30,000
registered nurses and other health care pro-
fessionals. Since 1975, the Oncology Nursing
Society has been dedicated to excellence in
patient care, teaching, research, administration
and education in the field of oncology. The
Society’s mission is to promote excellence in
oncology nursing and quality cancer care. To
that end, ONS honors and maintains nursing’s
historical and essential commitment to advo-
cacy for the public good by providing nurses
and healthcare professionals with access to
the highest quality educational programs, can-
cer-care resources, research opportunities,
and networks for peer support.

The ONS has 8 chapters in the great state
of Ohio. These chapters located in the Cin-
cinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Toledo, Saint
Paris, Zanesville, Lima, and Cuyahoga Falls
areas serve the oncology nurses in the state
and helps them to continue to provide high
quality cancer care to those patients and their
families in the state.

In particular, I would like to acknowledge
three special oncology nurses from my district
who will be in Washington this week to partici-
pate in the ONS Annual Congress and the
ONS inaugural Hill Day—Deborah Babb and
Luana Lamkin from Hilliard, Ohio and their col-
league Betty Coffelt from Worthington, Ohio. I
am looking forward to the pleasure of meeting
with these outstanding women who have dedi-
cated their lives to improving the health and
well-being of people affected by cancer.

On behalf of all the people with cancer and
their families in Ohio’s 15th Congressional
District, I thank Deborah, Luana, and Betty as
well as all of their colleagues in the Oncology
Nursing Society for their outstanding contribu-
tions to the provision of quality cancer care to
those in need. Also, I would like to acknowl-
edge Luana Lamkin for her leadership within
the Oncology Nursing Society as she currently
serves on the ONS Board of Directors as the
Treasurer. I have had the pleasure of working
with ONS and Luana over the past few years
to advance programs and policies that work to

reduce suffering from cancer. Through
Luana’s and ONS’ leadership, our Nation is
charting a course that will help us win the war
on cancer.

As part of the ONS inaugural Hill Day, ap-
proximately 550 oncology nurses—rep-
resenting 48 states—will come to Capitol Hill
to discuss issues of great significance to peo-
ple with cancer and the field of oncology nurs-
ing. Specifically, these oncology nurses will
call upon us in Congress to move quickly to
reconcile the differences between the House
and Senate versions of the ‘‘Nurse Reinvest-
ment Act’’ and send a comprehensive meas-
ure to the President for signature by June 1st
so that the measure can be funded fully in FY
2003; reform Medicare to ensure that the pro-
gram reimburses adequately and accurately
for the full-range of services provided by on-
cology nurses so that Medicare payment pol-
icy reflects the real value of oncology nursing
and in turn, helps sustain our Nation’s system
of community-based cancer care for all Medi-
care beneficiaries; and allocate $27.3 billion to
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to fulfill
the commitment to double the NIH budget
over five years, $5.69 billion to the National
Cancer Institute (NCI)—the amount the NCI
Director deems necessary to take advantage
of extraordinary opportunities, $199.6 million
for the NIH National Center for Minority Health
and Health Disparities—the course necessary
to double the Center’s budget over the course
of three years, and $348 million for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Comprehensive Cancer Control, National Can-
cer Registries, Prostate Cancer Awareness,
National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early De-
tection, Ovarian Cancer, Skin Cancer, and
Colorectal Cancer Screening, Education and
Outreach programs—to ensure that all Ameri-
cans benefit from breakthroughs in cancer re-
search, prevention, early detection, and treat-
ment.

I commend the Oncology Nursing Society
for all of its efforts and leadership over the last
27 years and thank the Society and its mem-
bers for their ongoing commitment to improv-
ing and assuring access to quality cancer care
for all cancer patients and their families. I urge
all of my colleagues to support them in their
important endeavors.
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Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the men and women who work hard everyday
to provide quality health care for the elderly,
disabled, and mentally ill. May is National
Community Residential Care Month, and I
can’t think of a better way to pay tribute to
these men and women.

Community care providers offer medical, so-
cial, and nutritional assistance to those in
need. They are committed professionals who
work hard to create comfortable environments
for people who are unable to care for them-
selves in their own homes.

More importantly, these professionals work
hard to boost the self-confidence of those
whose confidence is often broken as a result
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